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WOULD YOU RATHER. . .
Be bombed with giant hailstones? 

OR. . .

Be chased from your hometown  
by swarms of angry hornets? 

This fun, inTeracTive devotional journal and sketchbook 
for adventurous kids like you will keep you entertained as 

you learn about some of the weirdest, grossest, most unbe-
lievable stories found in the Bible!

Turn the page, and discover that God’s Word is never 
boring, and it always applies to your everyday life!
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VALLEY OF DRY BONES
(EzEkiEl 37:1–10)

ezekiel was a prophet who told people about God. He 
reminded the people that God should be the most impor-

tant thing in their lives.

Ezekiel went on a pretty wild adventure one day when 

the Holy Spirit put him in the middle of a valley. This wasn’t 

a normal valley filled with green grass that swayed in the 

breeze. Nope! This particular valley was filled with human 

bones! (Can you imagine?) 

The Lord asked Ezekiel a very strange question: “Son of 

man, can these bones live?” How in the world can bones 

come alive? would have been a good question for Ezekiel 

to ask. But instead, he showed strong faith when he said that 

only God had the answer to that question.

The Lord told Ezekiel to speak His name over the bones 

and that He would put all the bones back together and make 

flesh grow back on them. He would also put skin on them 

and breathe new life into them. Yes, He was going to bring 

them to life! 

Ezekiel heard the rattling of bones as they knocked against 

each other, forming back into skeletons. And just as God had 
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promised, flesh began to grow over the bones. . .and the 

bones became covered with skin! Finally, the breath of God 

came over the flesh-covered bones, and they all came to life 

and stood together as a huge army.

Unbelievable, right? It’s important to remember that God 

can and will do impossible things for you too! Ezekiel’s story 

reminds us that God is a promise keeper. Like Ezekiel, you 

will be able to see God’s promises coming true in your own 

life as well. 

Nothing is impossible 

with God! He still works 

miracles today. Have 

faith that He can take the 

pieces of your life and put 

them back together in a 

wonderful way! 
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THE BLAZING FURNACE
(DaniEl 3:1–30)

There once was a king named Nebuchadnezzar who 
loved himself way too much—he was super selfish. He 

wanted the people in his kingdom to worship him, so he had 
a massive golden statue of himself built. Then the king made 
a law that when certain music was played, everyone had to 
get on their knees and worship the statue. 

The king called all the important leaders together and told 
them about his plan. Even worse, the king decided that there 
would be a punishment for any person who didn’t follow 
his directions. Any person who wouldn’t bow down to the 
statue would be thrown into a big, blazing-hot furnace. This 
punishment would be a sure way to get people to follow his 
new law, right? 

When the music was played, everyone from every nation 
and every language bowed down and worshipped King 
Nebuchadnezzar’s golden idol—everyone except three young 
men who refused to obey the new law. Their names were 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They loved God very 
much and would only worship Him. They weren’t going to 
do the wrong thing and bow down to the statue. The king 
became angry and called for the three men to be brought to 
him for questioning. 

When they were brought in front of the king, he gave the 
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men a second chance to bow down to his statue. That seemed 
nice of him to give them another opportunity to change their 
minds. But Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego served only 
God, and they told the king that God could save them from 
the fiery furnace if He chose to do so. They were confident 
that God would take care of them.

The king was so furious that he ordered the furnace to be 
made seven times hotter than normal. Then he had the men 
thrown into the flaming oven! The king’s men who threw them 
into the furnace died because the fire was so hot, but God 
protected Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. When King 
Nebuchadnezzar looked into the furnace, he saw four men 
instead of three! He said the fourth person looked like an 
angel—or maybe even Jesus!

Nebuchadnezzar changed his mind and let the men out of 
the furnace. The fire hadn’t even harmed them! Their clothes 
weren’t burned. They didn’t even smell like smoke! God had 
protected His faithful children. The king was so amazed that 
he changed the laws and made Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego very important in the land.

Whenever others pressure you to do 
something wrong, remember the story 
of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego and the fiery furnace and 
know that God is always looking 
out for you too!
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WOULD YOU RATHER. . .
See a valley of dry bones come to life? . . .

OR. . .

Be thrown into a blazing-hot furnace? 
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SKETCH IT!
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CHARIOT OF FIRE
(2 kings 2:1–14)

elijah was a prophet who loved God and told many people 
about Him. He had a friend named Elisha. One day the two 

men were walking in the mountains, and Elijah knew that his 
time on earth was almost over. He tried convincing his friend 
to stay behind instead of traveling with him, but Elisha refused.

They continued their journey to a town called Bethel. Again, 
Elijah told Elisha to stay behind; and a second time, Elisha 
refused to obey. He had a strong connection to his friend and 
didn’t want anything to break them apart.

From Bethel, they traveled to Jericho. Soon after, Elijah said 
to his friend, “Stay here.” But Elisha wanted no part of being 
separated from Elijah.

The two men walked to the Jordan River, about five miles from 
where they had started. When they got to the water, Elijah took 
off his cloak, rolled it up, and struck the river with it. The water 
parted, and a dry path was formed for them to walk across!

After they crossed the river, Elijah knew his time was running 
out. He said to Elisha, “Ask what I should do for you before I 
am taken from you.”

Elisha thought about this. He admired his friend so much—he 
wanted to be able to serve God just like Elijah did. He said, 
“Let twice the share of your spirit be upon me.”

Elijah said to him, “If you see me when I am taken from you, 
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it will be given to you.”
Soon after, something even more amazing than the river 

parting happened. A flaming chariot pulled by fiery horses 
came down from heaven and parked between the men. Char-
iots—small carts with two big wheels—were originally used to 
carry soldiers into battle. They were symbols of power. 

Elijah stepped into the chariot, and then a windstorm swept in 
and carried the horses and chariot straight up and into heaven! 
Can you imagine seeing your friend get into a chariot like that? 
The floor at his feet is flaming, but he doesn’t get burned. The 
horses pulling the chariot are also on fire. And then they all fly 
up into heaven! What an incredible experience!

After Elijah was gone, Elisha noticed that Elijah’s cloak lay 
on the ground. It had been left behind. Elisha wondered. . .could 
he do it too? He picked up the cloak, went back to the Jordan 
River, and hit the water with the cloak. And what do you think 
happened? The water divided into two, just as before! And 
Elisha walked across the river on dry land.

If you have accepted Jesus into your heart, you too will get to 
go to heaven one day. Until then, continue to pray and read your 
Bible. Listen to what God’s Word says and try to become more 
and more like Jesus every day. Think of someone you admire. 
He or she probably has a talent that 
you think you could never have (like 
speaking or singing in public). Know 
that God can also work through you! 
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WRESTLING A BEAR
(1 samuEl 17:34–37)

PicTure yourself ouT in a big pasture full of green grass 
where your father has put you in charge of taking care 

of all his sheep. It’s a beautiful day. The sun is shining, and 
the sheep are peacefully eating. Your main job is to make 
sure none of the animals wander off and get lost or hurt. 
You’ve got this. You’ve taken care of the sheep before and 
think it’s rather easy work. 

On this day, however, just when everything seems to be 
going smoothly, a seven-foot-tall, three-hundred-pound bear 
comes bounding out of the forest. And he’s heading straight 
for your father’s sheep! The bear grabs the closest sheep and 
heads back into the woods with the helpless animal trapped 
in its powerful jaws. 

What would you do? Would you give up? Would you be 
convinced there’s no way you could win in a fight against a 
giant bear? Or would you run after the bear and attempt to 
save the sheep?

If you know the story of the shepherd boy David, you know 
that he was put in charge of tending his father’s flock. And 
when a big bear snatched one of his father’s sheep, brave 
young David took off running after the beast! He didn’t waste 
time standing around wondering what to do. He didn’t wait 
around for someone else to solve the problem. 
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When David made it to where 
the bear was, he struck the 
creature and pulled the 
sheep from its mouth. 
David didn’t just save 
the sheep. He hit the 
bear a second time and 
killed it. He didn’t want the 
ferocious beast coming back 
to attack more sheep. 

If you think about it, guarding 
our thoughts can be like guarding sheep. Sometimes, when 
things are going well, it’s easy. But just like the bear attacked 
David’s sheep, the enemy prowls around to attack your 
thoughts about God and tempt you to do wrong. Satan wants 
you to be afraid of him and feel helpless to fight him. But like 
David took the bear out, we can get rid of the temptations 
and bad thoughts in our lives. Ask God to help you guard 
your thoughts. He will—every single time!
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WOULD YOU RATHER. . .
Ride to heaven in a chariot of fire? . . .

OR. . .

Get into a fight with a big bear? 
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SKETCH IT!
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FED BY RAVENS
(1 kings 17:1–6)

God is alive! This should bring you comfort if you ever 
feel alone or sad. Maybe you feel like you don’t have a 

friend. Just knowing that God lives and is taking care of you 
will help keep your mind focused on what’s true. This is what 
happened for the prophet Elijah.

The prophet Elijah’s job was to tell people what God 
wanted them to know about a lot of different things. One of 
the people Elijah talked to was a king named Ahab. Ahab 
did many bad things that encouraged people to worship fake 
gods. God sent Elijah to tell Ahab about a punishment that 
was about to come on the land. The prophet first reminded 
the king that God was alive and that Elijah was representing 
Him. (This is a good reminder for us today to make sure we’re 
standing up for God.) Elijah also told the king that there would 
be no rain—there wouldn’t even be dew on the grass—for 
years. Not until Elijah said there would be. 

Elijah left Ahab and went on his way. As he walked, God 
talked to Elijah and told him to go east and hide by a river. 
God told him to drink water from the river when he got thirsty. 
Now, here comes the super strange part of the story: God 
told Elijah that He directed ravens to bring him food. The 
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Bible says Elijah went to the river and 
did what he was told. He lived by the 
river, and just as God had promised, in 
the morning and at night, the ravens brought 
food to him. 

Just like God provided for Elijah, He 
always provides for you too. Things may 
not always go the way you plan, but God 
always takes care of your needs. He created you! 
He loves you, and He will never let you go! 
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YOUR MUDDY PRISON
(JErEmiah 37:1–38:13)

There was a prophet of God named Jeremiah. He spoke 
to the people about obeying God. But a bad king named 

Zedekiah refused to do what God told him to do. And it wasn’t 
just the king—his servants didn’t do what God wanted, and 
neither did any of the people who lived in the land that he 
ruled over. Jeremiah tried to convince the people to listen to 
God, but they didn’t want any part of it.

But when King Zedekiah was worried that trouble was 
coming, he sent a messenger to Jeremiah and asked him to 
pray for them. God told Jeremiah to tell the king that Zedeki-
ah’s enemies, the Babylonians, were going to return and fight 
against him and burn down his city. God was warning the 
king that he wasn’t as strong as he thought he was.

When Jeremiah left the city, a soldier saw him and grabbed 
him. The soldier thought Jeremiah was going to the Babylo-
nians. But Jeremiah told the soldier he was wrong. The soldier 
didn’t believe him, and he took Jeremiah to the leaders. They 
were angry with Jeremiah and put him in an underground 
prison for a very long time.

Zedekiah sent for Jeremiah. He wanted to know if God had 
given Jeremiah any messages about him. Jeremiah told the 
king that there was a message: God said that King Zedekiah 
was going to be given over to Babylon’s king. Jeremiah boldly 
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asked the king some questions of his own. He asked why the 
king had thrown him in prison. He wanted to know what he 
had done wrong.

The king had a change of heart and moved Jeremiah to a 
more open space and had a loaf of bread delivered to the 
prophet every day. But a new group of people started 
getting angry because Jeremiah kept repeating 
that the Babylonians were going to wipe 
them out. King Zedekiah 
turned Jeremiah over 
to them, and they 
lowered Jeremiah 
down into a muddy 
well. It must have 
been very scary, but 
Jeremiah never stopped believ-
ing that God would take care of him, and sure enough, 
eventually the king rescued him from the well.

Live each day with the same attitude that Jeremiah had. 
Know that God will never let you down. He will always be 
there for you!
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WOULD YOU RATHER. . .
Be fed by ravens and drink water from a creek? . . .

OR. . .

Be thrown into a muddy prison pit by an angry mob? 
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SKETCH IT!
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BLINDED!
(acts 9:1–19)

afTer jesus wenT to heaven, His friends traveled all over 
the land telling people how much He loved them. They 

shared the good news of how Jesus died on the cross to for-
give their sins and how He rose again, conquering death. It 
was a great time of hope and the gift-giving power of God, 
because the people needed a Savior.

There was a man named Saul who didn’t like what was 
happening. He didn’t like that so many people were talking 
about Jesus. He wanted to round up all the people who were 
found worshipping Jesus and throw them into prison. In fact, 
Saul was so overcome by anger and evil that he actually 
wanted to kill Jesus’ followers. 

One day Saul was riding on his horse, heading to Damas-
cus where he planned to capture more Christians. But God 
had a different plan for Saul’s life. While Saul was riding on 
the road, he saw a great light shining down from heaven. The 
light blinded him, and Saul fell off his horse and landed hard 
on the ground. The light poured over Saul, and he heard a 
voice asking him why he was trying to work against Jesus.

Saul asked who was talking to him. The voice was Jesus! 
Jesus said Saul was doing the wrong thing. Saul was shocked. 
He couldn’t believe what was happening to him. He asked 
Jesus what to do. Jesus told him to get up and go into the city 
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and that when he arrived, he would 
be told what to do.

When Saul got up, he couldn’t 
see! His friends had to lead him to the 
city. He was blind for three whole 
days. The Bible says that he didn’t 
eat or drink the entire time he 
was without sight. The 
Lord told a believer 
named Ananias to go 
and pray over Saul. 
At first Ananias was 
nervous because 
he knew of Saul’s 
bad reputation, but 
God reassured him 
it would be okay. So 
Ananias obeyed God and found Saul and put his 
hands on the blind man. The Holy Spirit came over Saul, and 
he could see again! 

Just like Saul, God will accomplish His will for your life too. 
When we walk beside Him and let Him be the boss of our 
lives, we will get close to Him and be blessed. When God 
speaks—whether in a whisper or a shout—we need to listen! 
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MAN VS. WHALE 
(Jonah 1:1–2:10)

jonah was a prophet. He had a very important job of trav-
eling around and telling people what God wanted them 

to hear. He wasn’t always received with open arms and a 
smile. Just like today—sometimes people don’t want to hear 
what they’re doing wrong.

God told Jonah He wanted him to go to a very big city 
called Nineveh and tell the people they weren’t living the 
way they should. God wanted Jonah to be strong and stand 
up for what was right, but Jonah knew how evil Nineveh was 
and wanted no part of going there. So instead of obeying 
God, Jonah took off running in the opposite direction. 

Jonah was determined to get as far away from Nineveh 
as possible. He made it to a seaport called Joppa and found 
a boat. He paid money and got on the ship, wanting nothing 
more than to get far away from God. But God sent a big 
storm, and the weather got so bad that the boat almost broke 
apart! The sailors were scared. They threw their cargo into 
the water hoping it would make the boat lighter.

Meanwhile, Jonah had gone below deck and fallen asleep! 
The captain woke him up and asked how he could sleep 
during a scary storm. The ship’s crew decided that someone 
must have done something terrible for this to be happening, 
and they did something like how we would draw names out 
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of a hat to see who was to blame for the storm. Guess who 
got the blame? Jonah!

Jonah admitted that he was on the ship because he was 
running away from God. The sailors asked what they could 
do to calm the sea. Jonah said a crazy thing—he told the men 
to throw him overboard. He also promised that as soon as 
he was in the water, the storm would calm down. And that’s 
exactly what happened.

The sailors tossed Jonah from the boat, and God sent a 
huge fish to swallow him to keep him from drowning. The run-
away prophet was in the fish’s belly for three days and three 
nights. That had to be smelly and scary all at the same time! 

Do you ever find yourself in a situation where God is clearly 
showing you what He wants you to do, but you come up with 
a hundred reasons why 
you can’t? When God 
calls you to a specific 
task, don’t waste 
time claiming 
that you’re 
not ready 
to obey. 
Jonah’s story 
teaches us not 
to run away from 
God. And that even if we do, God 
is with us through every one of life’s storms!
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WOULD YOU RATHER. . .
Be made blind for three days? . . .

OR. . .

Be in the belly of a giant fish for three days?  
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SKETCH IT!
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THE VERY SLEEPY BOY 
(acts 20:7–12)

There is a really cool Bible story about a boy who got 
sleepy when a preacher was speaking. Maybe you’ve 

found yourself getting distracted in church when the preacher 
is talking. Maybe you’ve found it hard to pay attention. Some-
times your mind wanders and you start thinking of other things. 
This is what happened in the Bible to a boy named Eutychus.

Eutychus lived in a city called Troas. This was during the 
years after Jesus had risen from the dead. The apostle Paul 
was traveling everywhere to preach the message of Jesus. 
When Paul got to Troas, he didn’t know what a miracle he 
was about to perform.

Paul was a smart man and loved to talk. On this one par-
ticular evening, Paul must have been really excited, because 
he talked for hours. He was leaving the city the next day, 
and he wanted to make sure the people knew as much as 
they could about God and His love. The Bible says that Paul 
talked until midnight!

The young man, Eutychus, was part of the audience. The 
gathering was in an upstairs room, and Eutychus decided 
to sit on the ledge of an open window. Since we’re told the 
meeting was on the third floor, maybe he enjoyed the view. 
Sometime during Paul’s speech, the boy started to doze off.

That’s when a terrible tragedy happened. Eutychus went from 
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a light doze to a 
deep sleep and 
fell out the win-
dow. The people 
who found him 
on the ground 
pronounced him 
dead! Paul saw 
what had hap-
pened and was 
shocked. He stopped preaching and ran to help.

When he got outside, Paul found Eutychus’s lifeless body 
on the ground. He got down and hugged Eutychus. Paul had 
such great faith in the power of God that he told all the peo-
ple who were standing around not to be alarmed. Then he 
announced that the boy was alive—and sure enough, he was!

Paul went back to the third-floor room and broke bread 
with the people. After talking until daylight, he left. You can 
imagine how excited everyone was because they had just 
witnessed a miracle! 

The Bible says that those who trust in God will never be 
shaken (Psalm 125). When something happens in your life 
that makes you feel hopeless, remember that God is in control. 
Trust Him. He loves you, and even when you get distracted, 
He will always be there to guide you.  
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THE RAIN RACE
(1 kings 18:44–46)

have you ever been a part of a running club? If not, maybe 
you know an adult who has jogged before. Running any 

distance takes a lot of strength. You must be able to control 
your breathing too. There are races for runners called mar-
athons that are twenty-six miles long! Think about how long 
that would take you. Maybe you’re getting tired just thinking 
about a race like that.

The prophet Elijah took on a twenty-mile run of his own, 
and to make matters worse, he did it in a heavy rainstorm! 
If the windy weather didn’t make it hard enough, Elijah ran 
that long distance in a race against a horse-drawn chariot! 
Who do you think won?

Elijah wasn’t running on a full night’s rest. He had just 
spent all day dueling the prophets of Baal (450 of them to 
be exact!). They were trying to sacrifice bulls without using 
fire. Elijah told them that his God could send fire down from 
heaven. They thought their false god could too, but they were 
wrong. 

The Bible says that the hand of God was on Elijah. He 
tucked his clothing up under his belt and ran from Mount 
Carmel all the way to Jezreel, and he got there before King 
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Ahab did—even though the king was in a chariot!
Know that with God, you can accomplish things you didn’t 

think you could. What race could you enter for God? Maybe 
it’s being Jesus for someone who needs a friend. That person 
may not be grateful at first, but over time they will see that you 
are different. They will see that you are a good friend, because 
Jesus has been a 
good friend to you. 
Along the way, pray. 
Don’t give up. God 
is cheering you on 
all the way to the 
finish line.
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WOULD YOU RATHER. . .
listen to a preacher’s sermon all night long? . . .

OR. . . 

Race twenty miles_on foot and in the 
 rain_against a horse-drawn chariot? 
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SKETCH IT!
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